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SHRI. R. N. JOE D’ CRUZ

Shri R. N. Joe D’ Cruz, CEO / Consultant of M/s Sasi Logistics Pvt.
Limited, Chennai has been working in the Commercial Shipping and Logistics
industry for the past 35 years. He is widely known in the commercial shipping
area and has extensively contributed to the growth of Coastal Shipping in
peninsular India.

2. Born on 17" May, 1963 in a traditional fishermen family, Shri D’ Cruz
developed interest in the life, livelihood and welfare of Coastal India from early
stages of his life and started working for creation of awareness among coastal
communities. He received his Master of Arts in Economics from Loyola College,
Chennai and Master of Philosophy in Economics from St. Joseph's College, Trichy.
Education and Career guidance to the coastal youth was his initial effort which
ultimately made him a chronicler of coastal life. Irrespective of caste, creed and
religion, he worked with coastal communities - the first line coastal defence of the
Nation for their social, economical and political awareness and their participative
role in Nation Building.

3. As a columnist in leading newspapers and magazines, Shri D’ Cruz's
writings revolve around Coastal Life in an effort to draw the attention of a wide
cross section of readers to the rich heritage of fishermen. He advocates
sustainable Blue Economy which is a simultaneous development of Fishing and
Shipping for the overall development of the Nation. He is also a founder of
Bharatha Culture and Heritage Trust, a Think Tank and acts as a bridge
between the Coast and the Government for amicable solutions in the interest of
both.

4. Shri D’ Cruz is a recipient of several awards for his writings and
documentaries including the Sahitya Academy Award in 2013 for his novel
Korkai. As a member of National Shipping Board and National Welfare Board of
Seafarers, he has contributed and promoted sustainable Fishing and Shipping
by understanding the traditional coastal wisdom which has been passed down
through generations.
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